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Listening to young children: 
meaningful participation in 
early childhood settings
O &KLOGUHQ·VSDUWLFLSDWLRQDQG·OLVWHQLQJWRFKLOGUHQ·DUH
SRSXODU FRQFHSWV LQ HDUO\ OHDUQLQJ DQG FKLOGFDUH
+RZHYHUDFRPPLWPHQWWROLVWHQLQJWRFKLOGUHQGRHV
QRW DOZD\V WUDQVODWH LQWR WKH PHDQLQJIXO SUDFWLFH
RI KHDULQJ DQG DFWLQJ XSRQ FKLOGUHQ·V YRLFHV DQG
FRQWULEXWLRQV
O 0HDQLQJIXO SDUWLFLSDWLRQ UHTXLUHG SUDFWLWLRQHUV WR




O ,Q RUGHU WR FUHDWH D FRPPXQLW\ ZKHUH FKLOGUHQ·V




O 3UDFWLWLRQHUV UHVLVWHG WKH ¶VFKRROLÀFDWLRQ·1 RI HDUO\
OHDUQLQJ DQG FKLOGFDUH DQG WKH WLFNER[ QDWXUH RI
DVVHVVPHQWWKDWFRPHVZLWKLW5DWKHUWKDQFRUUHFW
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5HVHDUFKEULHÀQJO  June 2017 ,661
www.crfr.ac.uk)RUDIXOOOLVWRIUHVHDUFKEULHÀQJVYLVLWRXUZHEVLWH
7KLV EULHÀQJ UHSRUWV RQ UHVHDUFK WKDW ORRNHG DW KRZ
OLVWHQLQJ WR FKLOGUHQ ZDV SXW LQWR SUDFWLFH LQ RQH
HDUO\ FKLOGKRRG VHWWLQJ ,W SURYLGHV TXHVWLRQV WR KHOS
HDUO\ \HDUV SUDFWLWLRQHUV UHÁHFW RQ DQG GHHSHQ WKHLU
SDUWLFLSDWRU\ZRUNZLWK\RXQJFKLOGUHQ
Background 
3URPRWLQJ FKLOGUHQ·V SDUWLFLSDWLRQ LV D SRSXODU LQLWLDWLYH
LQ UHVHDUFK SROLF\ DQG SUDFWLFH %URDGO\ WKH FRQFHSW RI
FKLOGUHQ·VSDUWLFLSDWLRQUHFRJQLVHVWKDWFKLOGUHQDUH´DFWLYHLQ
WKHSURFHVVRIVKDSLQJ WKHLURZQ OLYHV OHDUQLQJDQG IXWXUH
7KH\KDYH WKHLURZQYLHZRQ WKHLUEHVW LQWHUHVWVDJURZLQJ
FDSDFLW\ WRPDNHGHFLVLRQV WKH ULJKW WRVSHDNDQG WKH ULJKW
WR EH KHDUGµ :RRGKHDG  7KH FRQFHSW RI FKLOGUHQ·V





LW LVQRWHQRXJKWRKDYHDYRLFH LW LVHTXDOO\ LPSRUWDQW WR
DOVREHKHDUGLQRUGHUIRURQHWRKDYHDSUHVHQFHLQVRFLHW\
0RRVD0LWKD
7KLV GHÀQLWLRQ UHVRQDWHV ZLWK WKH SRSXODU FRQFHSW RI
¶OLVWHQLQJ WR FKLOGUHQ· LQ WKHLU HDUO\ \HDUV ZKLFK DOVR
KLJKOLJKWV WKH UHODWLRQVKLSV LQYROYHG LQ OLVWHQLQJ )RU
H[DPSOH0RVVDQGFROOHDJXHVGHVFULEHOLVWHQLQJDV
EHLQJDERXW´EHLQJSDUWRIDFRPPXQLW\DQGKDYLQJDVHQVH
RI EHORQJLQJµ ,Q RWKHU ZRUGV FKLOGUHQ·V SDUWLFLSDWLRQ DQG
OLVWHQLQJWRFKLOGUHQDUHQRWDERXW´JLYLQJFKLOGUHQDYRLFHµ
³ FKLOGUHQ DOUHDG\ KDYH YRLFHV ,QVWHDG SDUWLFLSDWLRQ LV
DERXW KRZ FKLOGUHQ·V YRLFHV FRQWULEXWLRQ DQG DJHQF\ DUH
SHUFHLYHGKHDUGDQGDFWHGXSRQ




7KRPDV DQG 3HUF\6PLWK  2QH GDQJHU PD\ EH WKDW
FKLOGUHQ·V SDUWLFLSDWLRQ EHFRPHV D ¶WLFNER[· H[HUFLVH ZLWK
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2$OOQDPHVRISODFHVDQGSHRSOHLQWKLVEULHÀQJDUHSVHXGRQ\PV6RPHFKLOGUHQKDYHFKRVHQWKHLURZQ
OLWWOH UHÁHFWLRQRQ WKHGHHSHUVWUXFWXUHVDQG UHODWLRQVKLSVRI





7KH UHVHDUFK H[SORUHG KRZ \RXQJ FKLOGUHQ·V SDUWLFLSDWLRQ
ZHQWIURPUKHWRULFWRSUDFWLFHLQRQHHDUO\FKLOGKRRGVHWWLQJ




UHVHDUFK KDG D SDUWLFXODU IRFXV RQ FKLOGDGXOW UHODWLRQVKLSV
7KHUHIRUH WKH ÀHOGZRUN LQYROYHG ERWK FKLOGUHQ DQG DGXOWV
WRJHWKHU FKLOGUHQ IURPVL[PRQWKV WRÀYH\HDUVROGDQG WKH







VRPH VHOORWDSH 6KH ZHQW WR JHW WKH GLVSHQVHU DQG
SXOOHGRXWDOHQJWKRIWDSH,WSURPSWO\JRWWDQJOHGDQG
VWXFN WR LWVHOI DQG WRKHUSDSHU$VVKHDWWHPSWHG WR
XQWZLVWLWDQGÁDWWHQLWRXWWKHWDSHVWXFNWRKHUKDQGV
6KHEHJDQUXQQLQJKHUKDQGVRYHUWKHSDSHUQRWLFLQJ



















$V WKLVH[FHUSW IURP WKH UHVHDUFK LOOXVWUDWHV IRUPDO OHDUQLQJ
DQGDGXOWSODQQHGDFWLYLWLHVKDGOLWWOHSODFHDW&DVWOH1XUVHU\
$GD\DW&DVWOH1XUVHU\ZDVVWUXFWXUHGE\ ORQJVWUHWFKHVRI








DSUDFWLWLRQHU LQWR WKHSUHVFKRRO URRP6KHKDGRQO\
UHFHQWO\VWDUWHGZDONLQJDQGZDVVWLOODELWZREEO\RQ
KHU IHHW &DPLOOD HYHQWXDOO\ PDGH KHU ZD\ RYHU WR D

















WKH FORVHQHVV EXW DOVR WKH VSDFH EHWZHHQ WKHP
&DPLOOD ORRNHG EDFN IURP WLPH WR WLPH DW 0LD ZKR
VPLOHG DW KHU EXW GLG QRW VD\ DQ\WKLQJ :KHQ VKH
UHDFKHG WKH WRS VWHS &DPLOOD SDXVHG IRU D IHZ
PRPHQWVORRNLQJGRZQDWWKHFKLOGUHQLQWKHSOD\URRP





7KLV H[DPSOH ZLWK 0LD DQG &DPLOOD GHPRQVWUDWHV KRZ
SUDFWLWLRQHUVPDGHDVSHFLDOHIIRUWWRLQFOXGHWKHYHU\\RXQJ




IUHHÁRZ SOD\ DQG H[SORUDWLRQ WKDW ZDV VXFK DQ LPSRUWDQW
SDUWRI OLIH LQ WKHQXUVHU\ZKLOHDOVRHQVXULQJ WKDWVKHZDV
SK\VLFDOO\VDIH
9DOXLQJFKLOGUHQ·VNQRZOHGJH¶DSUH\RIELUGV·
$W WKH QXUVHU\·V QDWXUH NLQGHUJDUWHQ VHWWLQJ ¶:LOG








IHOW WKH FKLOGUHQ ZHUH VLOHQFHG E\ WKH ¶WHDFKDEOH
PRPHQW· ,QVWHDG RI OLVWHQLQJ WKH WHDFKHU DWWHPSWHG











7KLV H[DPSOH LOOXVWUDWHV WKDW FKLOGUHQ·V RZQ NQRZOHGJH ZDV
SULRULWLVHG &KLOGUHQ·V NQRZOHGJH GLG QRW QHHG WR PHHW DQ
DGXOWVWDQGDUG LQRUGHUWREHYDOXHG ,QVWHDGFKLOGUHQ·VRZQ
H[SHULHQFHV DQG SURFHVVHV RI FUHDWLYH WKLQNLQJ ZHUH KHOG






:KHQ DVNHG E\ WKH ORFDO DXWKRULW\ WR DGRSW D
VWDQGDUGLVHG RXWFRPHGULYHQ WLFNER[ OLWHUDF\ DQG






WROG PH VKH ZDV DQQR\HG DW WKH LPSOLFDWLRQ WKDW
QDUURZ VWDQGDUGLVHG LQIRUPDWLRQ DERXW OLWHUDF\ DQG
QXPHUDF\ VNLOOV ZDV ZKDW SULPDU\ VFKRRO WHDFKHUV
QHHGHGWRNQRZDERXWWKHFKLOGUHQ
$IWHUGHOLEHUDWLRQWKHKHDGRIFHQWUHDQGWKHQXUVHU\
WHDFKHU LQIRUPHG WKH ORFDODXWKRULW\ WKDW WKH\ZRXOG
QRWEHXVLQJWKHQHZIRUPV7KHKHDGRIFHQWUHIHOW
VWURQJO\ WKDW E\ UHMHFWLQJ WKH VXJJHVWHG IRUPV ¶ZH








LGHQWLWLHV GRZQ WR D VLPSOLVWLF OLVW RI MXGJPHQWV DERXW WKHLU
DFDGHPLFDELOLWLHVRUSHUFHLYHGODFNWKHUHRI
Conclusions 
0DQ\ HDUO\ FKLOGKRRG VHWWLQJV DGRSW DQ HWKRV RI FKLOGUHQ·V
SDUWLFLSDWLRQ RU OLVWHQLQJ WR FKLOGUHQ DQG SOD\EDVHG
DSSURDFKHV DUH LQFUHDVLQJO\ WKH QRUP LQ 6FRWWLVK HDUO\
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